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Two new exhibits at the Texas Quilt Museum

by JENNIFER POND

Monarch—The Birth of Flight by Holly Altman.
Hand and machine appliquéd. Machine quilted on a
TinLizzie Empress. (Photo by Carolyn Wright)

of Butterfly QuiltsA Flutter



TTwo special quilt exhibits inspired by butterflies will be onview at the Texas Quilt Museum in La Grange, Texas, from
April 3 through June 29, 2014. Housed in two historic
1890s buildings that were restored with original hardwood
floors, brick walls, and high ceilings, the Texas Quilt
Museum is an excellent venue for showcasing outstanding
quilt art.

IInnvviittaattiioonnaall  FFlluutttteerr
The first exhibit, An Invitation Flutter of Butterfly Art

Quilts, consists of 16 quilts, several of which were created
specifically for this display. ("A flutter" is a term that is often
used to denote a group of butterflies.) Here is a sneak peek
at four machine-quilted quilts among these exceptional
works. 

Monarch–The Birth of Flight (opposite page) by Holly
Altman of Santa Fe, New Mexico, is a three-dimensional
quilt that contains commercial cottons, batiks hand-dyed by
Holly, net, tulle, glitter tulle, paint, beads, buttons, wire, and
non-woven material. The quilt takes viewers through the
monarch life cycle—from caterpillar to chrysalis and finally
to butterfly. Each stage depicted is magnified nearly thirty to
forty times life size, creating a dramatic effect as the
monarch appears to fly off the upper right corner of the
quilt. Monarch–The Birth of Flight is a combination of piec-
ing and hand and machine appliqué. Holly machine quilted
the quilt, which took over one and a half years to complete,
on a TinLizzie Empress sit-down model. 
When asked what inspired her, Holly says, "The monarch

is as beautiful as it is heroic, flying thousands of miles to its
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The Sweetest Flower by Jennifer Day. Free-motion embroidered on a Janome. 
Machine quilted on a Handi Quilter Sweet 16.
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winter home in central Mexico. I have seen it fighting its
way across windswept lakes in the Adirondack Mountains
of New York State to begin its journey—an astonishing
creature and an astonishing voyage."

The Sweetest Flower (page 95)  , made by Jennifer Day,
also of Santa Fe, New Mexico, is based on a photograph
that Jennifer took in her garden. "I must have chased that
butterfly for an hour to get this photo! I loved capturing
him sipping nectar from the flower," she notes. 
All of Jennifer's quilts are based on her photographs.

She prints her photos on fabric, in this case 18 oz. Belgian
linen, and uses canvas behind the printed fabric to stabi-
lize her work. The primary image is then covered com-
pletely in thread. In The Sweetest Flower, Jennifer used
54 different thread colors, blending them to create an art
quilt based on realism. The quilt was completed using
free-motion embroidery in the background. 

Jennifer sews on  a domestic Janome machine as well
as a Handi Quilter Sweet 16. This 28" x 28" quilt took her
three weeks to complete.

Butterfly Number One (below left), made by Therese
May of San Jose, California, is based on an image from a
series of butterfly drawings and coloring books that
Therese created in recent years. She printed a digital photo
of her drawing onto cotton fabric, then pieced it together
with the other sections. From there, Therese machine quilt-
ed and painted the quilt using a Gammill Classic longarm
and acrylic paints. The whole process took about a month
and a half from start to finish.
A quilter of 48 years, There   se has been working with

the butterfly image for a long time. She explains, "I like 
the idea of the butterfly and its relationship to transforma-
tion. In this piece, I have used flowers and leaves as the
wings for this insect, showing how, in the process of trans-

formation and change, something can
appear to be one thing while it's changing
into another."
B Quilt: Banana Blossom, Bananas and

Butterflies, Birds and Bees, and Buttons
(opposite page) by Judith Roderick of
Placitas, New Mexico, was inspired by
Judith's travels to Hawaii. After one such
trip, she came home with a 36" long silk
scarf containing the image of a large
banana blossom. Combined with a small
square scarf depicting endangered
Hawaiian birds, Judith had the beginning
of her quilt. She fused the bird motifs onto
the banana scarf and appliquéd a few
hummingbirds, as well as cut-out silk but-
terfly shapes to which she had added
black stenciling. Judith then cut out and
appliquéd    more blossoms and stamped
on a few bees. The quilt was machine
quilted on her domestic Bernina machine.
Judith notes, "Other butterflies wanted to

join the party after I had quilted this piece,
so they got attached by their bodies with
their wings free to fly, as they flutter in and
out of the picture plane." The rainbow-
blended border of the piece features every
color of button that Judith has ever collected! 
 These four magnificent quilts, along with

12 others of equal craftsmanship, are sure
to delight museum attendees.

JJuurriieedd  FFlluutttteerr
The invitational exhibit is accompanied

by a national    juried one, Butterflies and
Their Beautiful Kin, consisting of 35 origi-
nal art quilts made by U.S. quilters.
Sandra Sider, the Texas Quilt Museum's
consulting curator, explains why the muse-
um is hosting  a butterfly exhibit: "This

Butterfly Number One by Therese May. 
Hand painted and machine quilted on a Gammill Classic.
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B Quilt: Banana Blossom, Bananas and Butterflies, Birds and Bees, and Buttons by Judith Roderick. 
Appliquéd and stamped. Machine quilted on a domestic Bernina machine.

juried exhibition of butterfly quilts celebrates the completion
of the Texas Quilt Museum's adjacent garden, a period
Texas garden featuring native plants that our grandmothers
loved. Many of these flowers and shrubs attract butterflies.
Also, southern Texas boasts the National Butterfly Center
[www.nationalbutterflycenter.org] in the city of Mission near
the Rio Grande, on a major butterfly 
 migratory route."

Access to the two butterfly quilt exhibits is included in
the cost of museum admission—$8 for adults, $6 for students
and seniors, and $6 for groups of 20 or more if arranged in
advance. The museum is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Thursday through Saturday and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday.
For more information and directions, visit the Texas Quilt
Museum website at www.texasquiltmuseum.org or call
(979) 968-3104. �


